
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 27 November 2012] 

 p8956b-8957a 
Hon Jon Ford 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, KIMBERLEY — EVICTIONS 

Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.51 pm]: I rise tonight to bring to the house a serious matter that I 
do not think is the government’s fault. I hope it is not; I think it is an interpretation of an instruction or a policy 
by a public servant in Kununurra.  
I had two recent encounters with the Department of Housing in the Kimberley—one in Broome that had a good 
outcome, and one in Kununurra that had an appalling outcome. The case in Broome involved a woman living in 
sand dunes with her grandchildren, daughter-in-law and son. They did not have a house because they had been 
driven out of their home from a community housing scheme because of accusations of sexual abuse against the 
young people in the woman’s charge. Other family involved made it so hard for her that she had to move out, so 
she was living in the sand dunes. The result of that, although it was a long path and down a completely different 
track, was the department was able to find housing for her within two weeks. I was pretty pleased with that and 
the officers told me about their interpretation of the policy and I understood that.  

Then I went to Kununurra, where there was an interesting case of a woman who had been told over the phone 
that she was in breach of her lease and it was to be terminated; she was to be kicked out onto the street. She did 
not receive any notification in the mail, because that had been returned to the Department of Housing. No officer 
had presented her with anything and she had not seen any officer, although this officer claimed that she had done 
numerous things. I know this person and she is not hard to contact. She is well known, particularly through her 
association with the women’s refuge. Because this woman was quite upset, I went along to help her sort it out. I 
went to the department with the intent of going through the list of issues that had been raised with this 
constituent about so-called breaches of her lease with Homeswest. It turned out that the housing services officer 
and the district manager were there. They told me that they had come to the conclusion that my constituent had a 
debt that at the current repayment levels she would never pay out. Therefore, they decided that she had to get rid 
of the debt. This is what the department is doing; it is breaching anybody with a debt, which forces them in to 
negotiate a higher level of repayment than they are currently entered into. It forces them to the Magistrates Court 
and it is ratified by the Magistrates Court, because if they breach from there, they are in contempt of court. 
Therefore, I was very interested to listen to Hon Robyn McSweeney tell us all about what the government is 
doing about homelessness. It is a very serious issue. Of course, it was so in my face that I could not really 
believe what I was hearing, so I was invited to the women’s refuge. Lo and behold, exactly the same thing had 
happened to one of the workers at the women’s refuge. She had the good humour to say, “At least when I get 
evicted from my house, I can come and live at work.” The eviction notice is for 23 December, by the way—
happy Christmas!  
I am going to write to the minister to ask him to please explain. I hope that what I heard was incorrect, because 
when I asked the district manager whether this was government policy, she said, “Yes, this is the policy.” I 
suggested to her that another scheme is available to people whereby if they pay off half the debt that they owe, 
they can be forgiven the other half. That was brought to my attention by the officers in Broome. She just ignored 
that comment, and I have since found out that once someone has been breached, that option is no longer 
available to them. A whole bunch of people in Kununurra are affected. The same day that I listened to Hon 
Brendon Grylls, the Minister for Regional Development, announce 90 jobs for people in Kununurra, his 
government was evicting people, sending out a massive number of evictions based on breaches to send all those 
people into court. It is a very, very serious matter that has caused a lot of unneeded unhappiness. Despite me 
assisting this woman to pay off a substantial amount of her debt—she ended up walking out of the department 
paying an extra $50 a fortnight, which she cannot afford, and her mum and dad, who cannot afford it either, are 
going to foot the bill—she has been told that she has to go to court, even though she voluntarily went to the 
department to sort it out. I think it is an absolute disgrace. Incidentally, this woman is Aboriginal, and it goes 
back to what I say about entrenched bigotry and racism in our governments and public service. I can tell 
members that no white fellas will be being breached like that in Kununurra. So I want it fixed. If anybody 
opposite has any influence with the Minister for Housing, I want them to bring it to his attention and I will try to 
do that from my end. 
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